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Riga, Latvia 
April 25, 2022. 
Nr. 011/22                        FDI World Dental Federation 
       

Dear Maria,  

Dear members of FDI 

 

The Board of the Latvian Dental Association agrees with the FDI position on neutrality and 

respect for the laws of war for medical persons and institutions in any war. Our association, together 

with the Oral and Maxillofacial Association, has donated and will donate material support for the 

treatment of injured people in Ukraine. However, we fully share the Lithuanian Dental Chamber's and 

the Estonian Dental Association's regret and puzzlement at the FDI's treatment of the Russian and 

Belarusian dental associations, for the following reasons: 

 Russia is waging an inhuman war against Ukraine and, in our view, is committing genocide 

against the Ukrainian people. They are brutal murders, rapes of women and children. The main targets 

are civilians, schools and medical facilities. Ambulance medics and rescue workers are shot, civilians are 

tied up and tortured.  

 Here the question is relevant: how much weight does the FDI's position on neutrality carry? 

Active retaliation or passivity? The answer is unambiguous: passivity! 

 There are atrocities in this war that have no justification. It is Russia and Belarus, whose 

governments are justified by 85% of the population! Therefore, every Russian and Belarusian 

organisation, professional and public, must be isolated from the world until they themselves introduce 

democracy and a civilised attitude towards others in their own country. 

Decision of the Board of the Latvian Dental Association: 

The LDA temporarily suspends its activities in the FDI and calls for the immediate exclusion of 

the Russian and Belarusian dental organisations. In the event that the FDI continues to take a passive 

stance on this issue, the LDA reserves the right not to renew its membership of the organisation, with a 

final decision to be taken on June 14th this year, at the general meeting of the Latvian Dental 

Association. 

We call on the European and world dental professional organisations to be decisive and support 

the position of the Baltic Dental Professional Organisation. 

We understand Ukraine best!  Glory to Ukraine! Glory to the heroes! 

On behalf of the LDA Board, 

President Andis Paeglītis 
Andis.paeglitis@gmail.com 
info@lza-zobi.lv  
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